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Mille Lacs walleye limit cut to two 
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The 2-walleye limit is needed to replenish the premier take's fishery. 
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Perplexea by a complicated an(! J,mderachieving L~~e Milia lacs 

fishery, tM Department of Natural Resourc;E')s said tuesday tllat 

anglers can keep only \WO walleyl.!!!i fmm lhe big lake when lhe state's 

open water fiiShing season begin~ May 11 . 

And Mille Lacs walleyes that end up in a live well or on a stritlger 

must measure be1WE;!en 1 S and 20 inohes- thougt1 one trophy larger 

then 28 Inches can be k@Jpt. 

The limi1 is hall wflal it was a year ago, when anglers on Mille Lacs~ 

J;Jrguably thl!!i state's premier fishing laKe- oould keep fOur walleYe!.! 

ur'ldet 17 Inches, with oM over 28 inches. 

"It's going to hurt b1.1~ine$S,'' said Terry Thurmer <)f TE!ITY's Boat 

Harbor and Marina on Mille Lacs. "Anytime we'Ve had a ;2-inch shOt in 

the past. b\l!.liness dropped dmfllalioally. People just go elsewhere." 

Where the Fish are Biting 
www.takernefishing.org 

Find the most up-to-date ir:e fishing report in your 

area here. 

The cutback is needed, the DNR said. becaU$e Mille Lacs walleyes 

are at a 40-yesr low. 

Reprodudion in lh;, lake in recent yeere hes be<;~n gQOQ, <.>ffic;i"l~ "aid, 

bl!t too !ew (lf \h<:; fl~h ~re surviving. Consequently, oonservi'lg the 

lake's large 2008 walleye year-class- now 15 to 17 intr1es long -Is 

important, becilLIS~ ('l(J wong Ye:;lr-olasses follow it. 
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Wilho\11 the f1eW restric\ions, Mglers .;ould <'lxceed t11eir "safe harvest 
quota." of Mille Lac$ walleyes, which this ye~r is 178.~00 pounds

half th\l arnount in 2012. 

A quicK rebound of the lake's walleyes is ~mlike!y, DNR fisheries chief 

Dirk Peterson saict 

"I think we're loOKing at 1ea~1 a two- to three-year period" tllaltighter 

MrveS! restrictions will govern the lake, he s!li<:l. 

Mille Lacs walleyes also !Ire Mlt\ld by eight Minnesota and Wisconsin 
Chi(Jpewa bands whose Q\Jota similarly was cut in h!llf this year, to 

71,250 pound,~. 

Canada Fly.-.In Fishing 
great-fi!;hing.comjCanad~ 

Trophy Fishing on Private l;~l<;es. W;~lleye, Pike, Muskie, 

Trout & Bii!SS 

The band!:l again will net Mille l,a.cs during (he spring apawn. But 

th~;~y'rs l)elng encOLJ1"1;19ed "to p('lanM (their h~rvest .~e~hod]" in, an 
attempt to make- their take rnor~;~ "small-fi!;!h fnendly, sa1d Ch~;~rhQ 
R~smussen of the Grea.t Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Ccrnrnission, 
which represents 11 Chippewa b3nds in Minne~o\e, Wisconsin and 

Michigan. 

"We're encouraging triMI harvesters to do more spearing:' 
Rasmussen said, "to e1':p!'lnd the $iZe of \he fish thai are harve!lted." 

Among non-bapd members <~round me lake, Chippewa nets a1·e 
widely blamed for the Mille Liles walleye decline, a position also 

espoused by a. new group ~;:ailed SolVe Mille Lacs Sportflshing 

($;wemillelaossport fishing.org), 

The group issued a statement 1(~\<: Tuesday s~ying it hoped to take 
tM ONR to court and force an eno to Chippewa netting. 

Bvt the DNR believ<:$ other factor$ might play roles. includin(l tne 
lak!;!'slarger Mrtllern pike and smallmouth b<>$!1 population$, 
warr'l'1il1!J waler temperatures brought on by climate ct1angli!, lhe 
rel!fltlvely recent arrival of Invasive species such as z:etm:> mussels, 

13nd possibly the agency's own Mille Lacs,specific harvest 

regulation~. 

L.lberal on sm<di0101Jth 

TM DNR also announced Tuesday !M! Mille Lacs ~mli!llmouth bass 
and northern pike regulations will be liberalized this se.llson, in part as 
a way lo entice anglers to keep coming to the lake. 

Last year, tile sm~llmoulh bass limit was one over 21 inches. 
Beginning wltn the baas op!!!ner in late May, the limit will be six, with a 
protected slot of 17 to 20 inches (only one smallmou!h bass can 
Bxceed 2.0 inohes). 

Simil~rly, a larger Mille Lacs northern !)IKe ttarve!lt will be encouri!lgeo 

by a new 33- to 40-inch protected slot (with one fish allowed over 40 
Inches in a three-fish limit)~ a big change from the 27- to 40--inch 
protected slot that regulated northern pike takings on tt1e lake a yl;!ar 
ago. 

Th~rmer believes the changes will do little to mltigt;~te \he effect on 

resort and bail sllop owner!j, emong ott1er Mille Lacs area 
businesses. 

''The reputation and tourism that Mille L.acs 11as had all of these years 
is because ofwalley<'ls, not northerns and smallmot.J(h bass," he said. 
"It will in no way replt;~ce the business we lose." 

Implicit in the new Mille Lats W(!lleye regUlations are harvea1 
proj!;!c1iotl$ (he DNR developed based on past years' anglinll 

pressure and catch rates. 

If the corning year proves lobe an outlier to mose estimates -If the 

walleye bit17 ia either faster or .slower than pt·ojecte,i, for example
the DNR mrght hav~ to ~ltt:"r i!5 regulation~. 111\ilklng them more liberal 
or still more reslrlcllve. 

A worst-case scenario, for ex<tmple, WQ\JI(! unfold if a hot walleye bite 
this summer puts too m.;ny 1a·20-inch walleyes in angle111' bo<'ts, 
forcing the DNR io il'r'lplement more restrictions to avoid exoa!l'dii1iJ 
the saf'2'-harvest q~o!a. 
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B~l even that move wo~l<:i be problematic, beclluse the DNR includes 
an !O>slirrl~led 100,000 pounds of "posH·ele(lse mortality" inll'te 

178,500-pourid spot1-fishing quota. 

Meaning evan ~ tot<J.I c~tch-and-release walleye fishery would result 
in a continued "harve"SI." 

Still, Suzy Fisher of Fisher's Resort near Isle remains hOpeful. 

"The bite Is expected to be very good thi$ year," she said. "I've only 

had a fEJw people say !My're not coming because of the rEJgula!ions. •· 
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